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nation not only in Gaul, but also in Germany which
he associated in his victory." 39 But there are other
Western historians who do not go so far in the estima-
tion of the consequences and effects of the battle
among whom are the two great historians, Sismondi
and Michelet. They do not attach great importance
to the victory of Karl Mattel. George Finlay says :
" The vanity of Gallic writers has magnified the
success of Charles Martel over a plundering expedition
of the Spanish Arabs into a marvellous victory, and
attributed the deliverance of Europe from the Saracen
yoke to the valour of the Franks. A veil has been
thrown over the talents and courage of Leo, a soldier
of fortune, just seated on the imperial throne, who
defeated the long-planned schemes of conquest of the
caliphs Welid and Suleiman."40
We side with the former party in highly estimat-
ing Balat al-Shuhada ; we think that it was the great-
est decisive encounter between Islam and Christen-
dom, between the East and the West. In the plains
of Tours and Poitiers the Arabs lost the domination of
the world, and the destiny of the old world was
changed; the torrent of Islamic conquests retired before
the nations of the North, as it retired sometime previ-
ously before the walls of Constantinople. Thus failed
the last attempt made by the Caliphate to conquer the
nations of the West and subjugate Christendom to
the domination of Islam, United Islam never had
another opportunity to penetrate into the heart of
Europe in the same numbers, determination and con-
fidence as when it marched to Balat al-Shuhada. It
was before long smitten with discord* While Muslim
Spain was occupied with its internal dissensions, a
great Prankish united Empire rose behind the Pyre-
nees, threatening Islam in the West and contesting its
domination and influence.